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What is Organic Farm Knowledge ? 
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The toolbox - the core of the platform

• The core of the platform is the "toolbox". 

• Available tools include, for instance, practical tips, factsheets, 

guides, online calculation tools and videos. 

• Possibility for comments, discussions and questions on topics 

and resources. 
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The tools

• Every tool is described in the following way: 

• the problem the tool addresses, 

• the solution(s) it offers, 

• a description of the tool, 

• the theme(s) covered (New themes will be added soon), 

• the language(s) it can be found in, 

• the year it was released, 

• the country of origin and 

• information about the issuing organisation. 
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Key question 1: How can I find a tool?

26 May 2020 5



Browsing by theme
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Subtheme soil fertility
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Search function
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Key question 2: How are the themes divided?
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Crop production
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Animal husbandry
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Seeds and breeding

26 May 2020 12



Key question 3: Are the tools available in all 
languages?

• While not all tools are available 

in all languages, their 

summaries and key 

recommendations are 

translated via automatic 

translation. 

• Available languages are 

• Bulgarian, 

• Danish, 

• Dutch, 

• Estonian, 

• French, 

• German, 

• Hungarian, 

• Italian, 

• Latvian, 

• Serbian, 

• Spanish and 

• Swedish.
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Languages
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For most tools only the metadata are available in all 
languages
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Some tools are translated

26 May 2020 16



Key question 4: How can I inform myself about new 
tools?
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News on Organic farm Knowledge
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Featured tools
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https://www.facebook.com/organicfarmknowledge

26 May 2020 20



https://twitter.com/farm_knowledge
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Key question 5: Can I rate and comment on a tool or 
engage in discussions?
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Rating tools
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Discussion on Facebook and Twitter
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New developements

• Expand thematic scope

• Better access to the different language versions?

• Better translation of some terms („toolbox“)

• Translation of more tools?

• Involvement of further projects

• Other needs?
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Testing Organic Farm Knowledge (4 respondents)

1 researcher

1 Veterinarian

1 Farmer

1 sector representative

3 from Spain

1 from Austria 
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Testing Organic Farm Knowledge

How do you like the Organic Farm Knowledge platform? 
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Love it Like it Neutral Dislike it
I find it 

useless
Other

2 2 ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐

Yes, I 

found 

relevant 

informati

on

Yes, but 

it took 

time

Neutral

No, I 

didn’t 

find 

relevant 

informati

on

No, the 

platform 

is 

useless

Other

1 1 1 ☐ ☐ ☐

Could you find valuable information for 

solving your problem



Can you give an example of where you found what 
you were looking for with ease and one example 
where you did not

• 1. Easy: there are lots of tools about feeding organic pigs, 

including very recent ones and the manuals that provide a 

useful overview.  

• 2. Difficult: some very interesing topics are in german, french, 

spanish languages, although some of them offer 2 language

options. It would be great to have more tools translated at 

least into English.
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Which of the tool types offered on Organic Farm 
Knowledge do you find the most useful? 

2* Books and reports

1* Calculation tools 

2* Leaflets and guidelines

1* Online courses

1* Other tool

2* Practice abstracts

3* Video

1* Web resources
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Which themes on the Organic Farm Knowledge 
platform are the most relevant for you? 

1* Crop production

4* Animal husbandry

☐ Seeds and breeding 

☐ All of the above

26 May 2020 30



What was your experience with using the platform 

in your language? 
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Very good Good Satisfactory Bad

My 

language 

was not 

available

1 3 ☐ ☐ ☐



How do you gather information about organic 
farming?

4* Online information

1* Printed material

2* Talking with farmers

2* Talking with advisors 

3* Talking with researchers

☐ Other
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Comment: I used to rely 

mostly on the printed 

materials, but most of 

these publications are 

available online, so I do 

not indicate printed 

material. When I need a 

precise and trustfull

information, I verify the 

online data with a 

specialist in a particular 

area, or with the author of 

the publication. 



What is your favourite social media platform to get 

and share information about organic farming? 

1* Twitter

1* Facebook

☐ Instagram

3* Other
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LinkedIn might be also a 

good platform for sharing 

professional information 

on organic farming 

practice, regulations and 

initiatives. 

No specific tool used. 

Google, see what can be 

found when I look for 

answers. For sharing, 

whatsapp



Comment on the discussion options

• I assume that the users of the platform and of the social media act 

as recipient of the information rather than active providers of it. It 

might be useful to find/strengthen connections with universities 

and research centres that are carrying out the investigations. Within 

the preliminary stage of any scientific work there is a previous 

experience/knowledge compilation. The results of the investigation 

might support or develop or contradict this previous scientific 

knowledge. And I guess this is the source of useful discussions and 

exchange. 

• I can copy the link and send it via whatsapp, sms or email
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What would you change or improve to make the 
platform more useful?

• I believe one of the main problems is language issues. For example, in Spain 

there are not too much farmers who manage other language than Spanish, 

there are little information in this language so it is difficult to promote the 

use of the platform if the most part of information and resources are in other 

languages.

• I would like to see more tools translated from the language of origin to 

English. In Spain most of the users prefer their native language. It is easier to 

do at least a Google translate based on the English version. 

• When entering the platform the own language should be shown. Find a 

better word for tools box in German. 
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Do you have any additional feedback or comments? 

• I like  the interface of the platform, summaries in 

national languages are very useful, the classification of 

tools is well organized. 

• Good summaries / overviews on each “tools” provided. That’s

good for estimating the usefulness, as a loot of tools are

provided if I search for a specific crop, e.g. potato

• User-friendly, easy to navigate, easy search and sorting of the 

tools.
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Recommending the platform

How likely is it that you would recommend the platform to a friend?
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Very likely Likely Neutral Not likely Other

2 2 ☐ ☐ ☐



Contact

Helga Willer and Andreas Basler

Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL

5070 Frick

Switzerland

helga.willer@fibl.org, andreas.basler@fibl.org

www.Organic-Farmknowledge.org
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Assessing the platform

• How do you like the Organic Farm Knowledge platform?

• Could you find valuable information for solving your problem? 

Can you give an example of where you found what you were looking 

for with ease and one example where you did not? 

• Which of the tool types offered on Organic Farm Knowledge do you 

find the most useful? 

• Which themes on the Organic Farm Knowledge platform are the most 

relevant for you? 

• Are any important or interesting subjects missing? Which?

• What was your experience with using the platform in your language?
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Assessing the platform

• How do you gather information about organic farming? (select one)

• What is your favourite social media platform to get and share 

information about organic farming? 

• The discussion forum on the platform, Facebook comments or Twitter 

replies are not used very often. Do you see other potential tools to 

exchange knowledge on organic farming? What tools would be useful?

• What would you change or improve to make the platform more useful? 

Important themes missing? – language issues? - structure? – other?

• Do you have any additional feedback or comments? 

• How likely is it that you would recommend the platform to a friend?
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